Maternal infections influence infection susceptibility in childhood.
The proposed hypothesis suggests that the types of infections commonly experienced in pregnancy and in childhood are linked. The suggestion is made that maternal infections leave an impression on the developing fetal immune system and modulate future responsiveness to infection and/or vaccination challenge. A number of factors are explored which may influence this process, namely immunoregulation in pregnancy and infection type, gestation, maturity of the fetal immune system, and parity.